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Histories of particular parts of the age do not on the whole
help much towards a resolution of these problems of general
interpretation. The much-needed new investigation of the
reign of Henry VII still waits to be done, despite Storey's brief
and myopic study.146 The first volume of Jordan's enthusiastic
history of Edward VFs reign repeats exploded errors and fails
to advance knowledge.147 Rowse's survey of Elizabeth's reign
also remains so far incomplete; what we have presents the
results of genuine study but uses a highly conventional and
oldfashioned framework, helped out only by the too frequent
substitution of explosive prejudice for serious thought.148 Much
more interesting is MacCaffrey's history of Elizabeth's early
years in which the creation of a solid monarchy after the dis-
turbances of the mid-century is brought out by means of a
political narrative.149

(B)   POLITICAL  HISTORY

Elton has attempted brief revaluations of the first two Tudors.
He demonstrates that Henry VIFs reputation (misery and
miserliness) rests on partisan statements and ignorance of the
facts of Tudor law;150 while in the eighth Henry he sees a
skilful opportunist dependent on others and not Pollard's great
statesman.151 This view is in small part supported and in great
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